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From The Editor’s Pen
Welcome to the first issue of the South West District Coin Club Newsletter, which we endeavour to publish on a quarterly basis. This is quite nerve racking as there are lots of numismatic
articles that can be featured but where to start is the big question. I trust that the articles featured in
this Newsletter would serve as an encouragement to enhance once knowledge in their numismatic
collecting. Any articles that the members would like to feature in our Newsletter are welcome and
happy reading.
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Next Generation of Banknotes: $50 Design Reveal
The Reserve Bank has today revealed
the design of the new $50 banknote. As
with the existing banknote, the new $50
features portraits of Aboriginal writer
and inventor David Unaipon and the
first female member of an Australian
parliament, Edith Cowan. The new
banknotes will be released into general
circulation in October 2018.
Governor Philip Lowe said: „Improved
security and ease of recognition underpin the design of the new $50 banknote. With the release of the $5 and
$10 during the past two years, we are
confident the Australian public are becoming familiar with the new banknote
security features.‟

These features include a top-to-bottom clear window that contains dynamic features such as a
reversing number. There is also a patch with a rolling-colour effect and microprint featuring
excerpts from David Unaipon's book and Edith Cowan's maiden parliamentary speech.
The Governor added: „David Unaipon and Edith Cowan were campaigners for social change
and we are proud to continue featuring them on the $50 banknote. The new banknote provides the opportunity to tell more of the rich story behind these distinguished Australians.‟
Their stories are told through a number of design elements, including shields from Unaipon's
Ngarrindjeri nation and the practices of miwi and navel cord exchange about which Unaipon
wrote. The banknote also includes a picture of the gumnut brooch Cowan had made to symbolise that entry into Parliament was a „hard nut to crack‟ for women, and the King Edward
Memorial Hospital, a women's and maternity hospital that she helped establish.
As with the $5 and $10, the new banknote includes representations of a wattle and a native
bird. The $50 features Acacia humifusa and a Black Swan (Cygnus atratus), Unaipon's ngaitji,
or totem, and the bird of Cowan's home state of Western Australia.
The Reserve Bank is working closely with banknote equipment manufacturers and retailers to
help them prepare ATMs and other banknote authenticating machines to handle the new
banknote. This has included a number of trials and the early distribution of test notes to allow
manufacturers and owners of these machines to update their equipment. The design is being
released today to facilitate this ongoing work with the industry as well as staff training to ensure a smooth transition when the banknotes are released later this year.
Existing $50 banknotes can continue to be used, as all previously issued banknotes remain
legal tender. It is expected that the $20 banknote will be upgraded next year. Full details of
the design and security features on the new $50 banknote, and other denominations, are
available on the Bank's website at banknotes.rba.gov.au
Note: Article feature courtesy of Reserve Bank of Australia
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ABOUT THE DESIGNS
The $50 banknote will be released into general circulation in October 2018. It celebrates David
Unaipon, an inventor and Australia's first published Aboriginal author, and Edith Cowan, who is
best remembered as the first female member of an Australian parliament. Their work is recognised in several design elements on the banknote, including shields from Unaipon‟s Ngarrindjeri
nation and images portraying the practices of miwi and navel cord exchange about which Unaipon wrote. The banknote also includes pictures of the gumnut brooch Cowan had made to symbolise that entry into Parliament was a „hard nut to crack‟ for women, and the King Edward Memorial Hospital, a women‟s and maternity hospital that she helped establish.
Innovative new security features have been incorporated in the new $50 banknote to help keep
them secure from counterfeiting. These security features are similar to those in the $5 and $10
banknotes issued in 2016 and 2017, such as the top-to-bottom clear window that contains a
number of dynamic features including a reversing number and flying bird. There is also a patch
with a rolling colour effect and microprint featuring excerpts of Unaipon's book Legendary Tales
of the Australian Aborigines and Cowan's maiden speech to Western Australian parliament.
Each banknote in the new series will feature a different species of native Australia wattle and
bird. The $50 banknote features the Acacia humifusa and the Black Swan (Cygnus atratus), Unaipon‟s ngaitji, or totem, and the bird of Cowan‟s home state of Western Australia.
As previously announced, key aspects of the existing design – colour, size and people portrayed
– have been retained for ease of recognition and to minimise the disruption to businesses. The
new banknote series also has a „tactile‟ feature to help the vision-impaired community distinguish
between different denominations of banknotes.
All banknotes issued by the Reserve Bank remain legal tender and can continue to be used.

UPGRADING AUSTRALIA'S BANKNOTES
A core function of the Reserve Bank is to maintain public confidence in Australia's banknotes.
Australia has one of the safest and most secure currencies in the world and has experienced
relatively low levels of counterfeiting for many years. To ensure that this continues to be the
case, the Reserve Bank researches anti-counterfeit technologies and developments in banknote
design. The results of this work have culminated in a project to upgrade the security of Australia's banknotes.
The first denomination in the new series, the $5 banknote, was issued on 1 September 2016.
The new $10 banknote was issued into general circulation from 20 September 2017, and will be
followed by the new $50 which is expected to enter circulation in late 2018. The remaining denominations in the series will be introduced in subsequent years.
Considerable work has already been undertaken on this project, including the development and
review of banknote designs and production trials of new security features. It is important that
the new features are durable, effectively incorporated into the banknote designs and rigorously
tested. One aspect of this process is that the Reserve Bank has consulted extensively with key
users of banknotes, including banknote equipment manufacturers, retail organisations, financial
institutions and the vision-impaired community. Advice has also been sought through a number
of channels during the development process, including a Design Advisory Panel, subject-matter
experts and focus groups comprising members of the public. These ongoing consultations provide
an opportunity to ensure that the new banknotes meet the needs of the community.
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RCM sues Australian Mint over patent infringement
The Royal Canadian Mint (RCM) is suing its Australian equivalent, the Royal Australian Mint (RAM),
following an alleged patent infringement dating back
to 2012.
Documents filed by the RCM in Australia‟s federal
court on Dec. 22 allege the RAM used a patented
printing method relating to how the latter mint
printed red poppies on its commemorative Remembrance Day coins. The RCM is now demanding
500,000 $2 coins struck by the RAM – with a total
value of $2 million – be turned over or destroyed.
The RCM is also requesting the RAM be restrained
from further patent infringement or from “making,
selling, supplying or otherwise disposing of, using or

According to court documents filed in December
2017, the Royal Australian Mint used a printing
method patented by the Royal Canadian Mint on
its 2012-dated $2 commemorative Remembrance Day coin.

keeping the infringing coins.” They also want Australian officials to admit their wrongdoing and turn
over or destroy all promotional materials related to
the infringing coins. Lastly, the RCM is demanding
the RAM surrender its profits from the infringement
“The Royal Canadian Mint has launched legal proceedings against the RAM for infringement of
the Mint‟s patent in Australia when RAM produced a colour printed version of the Australian $2
coin with a red poppy without first having obtained our consent to do so,” RCM media relations
manager Alex Reeves told CCN.
“Despite the Mint‟s ongoing efforts to resolve the matter since 2015, it has become necessary
for us to institute infringement proceedings to protect and preserve our intellectual property
rights.”
Reeves added the RCM “distinguishes itself in the global marketplace with its cutting-edge coin
technologies.”
“As a Crown corporation mandated to operate in anticipation of profit, our technologies are vital
to maintaining our competitive standing, and the Mint undertakes all steps necessary to protect
its intellectual property rights.”
In addition to its domestic business, the RCM also seeks contracts in other countries. The RCM‟s
2016 annual financial report states its foreign circulation business climbed 33 per cent over 2015
with $63.1 million in revenue.

THE PATENT
According to the court documents, the RCM “is and has at all material times been the registered
proprietor of Australian Patent number 2006201461 titled „Method of printing an image on a metallic surface, particularly on a coin surface.‟”
The RCM applied for the patent in 2006, and the complete specification of the patent was published and became open to public inspection the following year. Finally, the patent was granted
in July 2013.

News article courtesy of: https://canadiancoinnews.com/rcm-sues-australian-mint-patent-infringement/

Cont’d...
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THE INFRINGEMENT
The court documents claim from a date unknown to the RCM but before Oct. 26, 2012, the
RAM “made, sold, or otherwise disposed of, used or kept coins which were printed with coloured ink by forming a plurality of macropores of about 0.1 to about 0.5 mm across in a designed pattern on a portion of the metal surface, forming a plurality of micropores within the
macropores, cleaning the surface, applying the ink and drying the ink.”
On Oct. 26, 2012, the RAM issued a press release referring to Australia‟s first commemorative
circulating coins, which were described as a special colour printed version of the $2 coin with
a red poppy. The RAM struck 500,000 $2 coins bearing the image of a red poppy in 2012.
Reeves said a “physical examination of the Australian $2 coin triggered efforts to resolve the
matter through discussion back in 2015.”

RAM RESPONSE
While the RCM is a Canadian Crown corporation allowed to sue other parties with its corporate
name, the Royal Australian Mint is “an emanation” of the Australian government, so the respondent in the case is the Commonwealth of Australia.
In December 2015, RCM CTO Xianyao Li sent a letter to Dr. Prabir De, international business
development director of the RAM, to inform the RAM its conduct had infringed on the RCM‟s
patent. A year later, the RCM sent another letter, this from Michael Groves, to RAM CEO Ross
MacDiarmid.
In response, Australian officials claimed the RAM‟s methods were “sufficiently different to
have not infringed.”
According to the court documents, the RCM “has suffered, and will continue to suffer, loss and
damage” as a result of the infringement. What‟s more, the documents claim the RAM has
“made profits by reason of its acts pleaded above.”
Reeves said the case has “nothing to do with the design and strictly concerns the process by
which colour was applied to the coin, regardless of what artwork was chosen.”
An initial hearing with an Australian federal court judge was scheduled for Feb. 7.
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World Paper Money – Bank of Philippines Releases
New Generation of Banknotes
World Paper Money By Central Bank of the Philippines …
Pursuant to its mandate of preserving the integrity of Philippine currency, the Central Bank of
the Philippines (Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas or BSP) release its New Generation Currency
(NGC) of world paper money banknotes with enhanced design on December 5. The enhancements aimed to highlight significant moments in the nation‟s history, as well as world heritage
sites and iconic natural wonders from The Philippines. These banknotes remain a constant reminder of the Philippine patriotism and bravery, and centuries of striving for the Filipino people‟s better future.

The world paper money design enhancements include the following:
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Denominations & Enhancements/Changes



200-Piso: Changes in the images in the obverse side of the banknote particularly those depicting the Declaration of Philippine Independence and Opening of the Malolos Congress



50-Piso: Addendum in the text “Leyte Landing” to “Leyte Landing October 1944”



1,000-Piso: Deletion of the image of the Order of Lakandula Medal and the phrase
“MEDAL OF HONOR” in the obverse side of the banknote



20-, 50-, 100-, 200-, 500-, and 1,000-Piso: Changes in the format of the scientific names
and increase in the font size of the year mark of the banknotes
The BSP shall also be releasing the NGC banknotes bearing the signature of the fourth governor of the Central Bank of the Philippines, Nestor A. Espenilla, Jr. These world paper
money NGC banknotes shall be issued to authorized agent banks for withdrawal of the general public.

The Central Bank, with its commitment in maintaining the integrity of the Philippine world
paper money, is considering further enhancements for the NGC banknotes such as inclusion
of braille marks for the visually impaired and other improvements in the security features.

The Bank of Philippines NGC banknotes without the enhanced features will remain legal tender.

https://coinweek.com/paper-money-2/world-paper-money-bank-philippines-releases-new-generation-banknotes/

Are you interested in the collection and preservation
of coins and banknotes? Do you have an interest in
the historical record which is captured by currency?
Do you wish to learn more about coins and banknotes?
Join others who are like minded and come along to
our monthly meetings held at the CWA Hall in
Wellington Street, Bunbury WA at
7:45pm the first Tuesday of every month.
For more information you can contact us on:
(08) 9726 0665 or 0414 586102
E-mail: info@southwestdistrictcoinclub.com
Website: www.southwestdistrictcoinclub.com

2018 Auction dates
Sun 4th March
Sun 24th June
Sun 2nd September
Sun 25th November

Holds meetings on the last Wednesday of every month
(except December), commencing 7.30pm, and visitors are
welcome to attend.
VENUE: Collins Street Centre cnr Collins and Shaftesbury Sts., South Perth. Collins Street is off the Canning
Highway on the right-hand side as you travel from Perth,
two blocks before the Douglas Avenue intersection. There
is plenty of off-street parking available right in front of
the Centre.

Holds meetings on the last Wednesday of every month
(except December), commencing 7.30pm, and visitors are
welcome to attend.
VENUE: Collins Street Centre cnr Collins and Shaftesbury Sts., South Perth. Collins Street is off the Canning
Highway on the right-hand side as you travel from Perth,
two blocks before the Douglas Avenue intersection. There
is plenty of off-street parking available right in front of
the Centre.

PERTH MONEY EXPO 2018
Saturday 10 March
9am – 4pm
Sunday 11 March
9am – 3pm
All members of the
public are welcome

Bring in your valuables and get an instant valuation from
accredited professionals. For two days only, Perth’s largest
Expo for collectors and investors at South Perth Community Hall, Cnr Sandgate St and South Tce. More than
twenty dealers will be in attendance from across the country, specialists in coins, banknotes, bullion, medals and
stamps.

