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From The Editor’s Pen
This marks our third issue and boy, Australia particularly the RAM is in for another possible
lawsuit in regard to the “Possum Magic” coloured $2 coins. This issue will feature this hot topic
and re-visit the same issue in regard to the coloured $2 red poppy coin. Happy reading and collecting!
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Legal battle brewing over Possum Magic $2 coins
THERE is a legal battle over the new Australian $2 coins, with calls for hundreds of thousands
of them to be destroyed.
COLOURFUL new Australian $2 coins were supposed to be a touching gesture to celebrate the work of
beloved children‘s author Mem Fox — but the fallout has become massive.
The Royal Canadian Mint, which is the official maker of the country‘s money, has said the commemorative Australian series, which celebrates the classic Mem Fox children‘s book Possum Magic, ripped off its
unique process of painting colour onto metal.

A lawsuit was filed in the Australian Federal Court in December over half a million Remembrance Day $2
coins which featured red poppies. It has now been expanded to include the Possum Magic $2 coins.

The Possum Magic series was launched in August 2017 through Woolworths and featured three $2 coin
designs with the colourful artworks designed with “magic dust” rings.
The Canadians are now demanding the Australian mint either destroy the hundreds of thousands of
coins now in circulation, surrender its profits or pay damages.

However, the Australian government — which owns the Mint — has filed a countersuit.
It is hoped the government can overrule the patent because it did not involve enough ―novelty‖ over
previous methods.
The Mint is basically arguing that its method of colouring coins is different from the Canadian version.
The BBC reports that the Royal Australian Mint has been aware of Canada‘s claims since 2015, when a
representative for the Canadian mint contacted them to try to resolve the issue informally, court documents show.
It is understood two parties even went so far as to meet in person at the World Money Fair in Berlin in
2016, but to no avail.

Courtesy of: http://www.news.com.au/finance/markets/australian-dollar/legal-battle-brewing-over-possum-magic-2-coins/newsstory/01c5270ab078ee20895bc3759f363a01

Vol. 2

Page 3

First published in 1983, the Possum Magic picture book became an iconic Aussie kids‘ favourite.

When the coins were released in 2017, Fox, 72, said she and the book‘s illustrator Julie Vivas
had to approve each coin, which has been produced by the Royal Australian Mint.

Fox said the coins ‗look like heaven‘. Picture: AAP Image/Joel CarrettSource:News Corp Australia

The coins carry a different illustration of Hush, the main character in the book.
―We‘ve had thousands of emails about the coins and my head is nearly blown off with excitement about this,‖ she told News Corp Australia at the time.

―They all look like heaven.‖

Fox said Possum Magic is so ―special‖ to her that she would never write a sequel to it, or turn it
into a series.

―I tried once three years after it was born, but it‘s so special and it‘s unique, there‘s nothing
else like it,‖ she said.

―It would have wrecked it. I did try, but it was pathetic. I would have killed it. I slapped myself
and didn‘t do it.‖

The Royal Australian Mint told SBS: ―The Royal Australian Mint is vigorously defending its position and has subsequently filed a counterclaim in the Federal Court.‖
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RCM sues Australian Mint over patent infringement
The Royal Canadian Mint (RCM) is suing its Australian
equivalent, the Royal Australian Mint (RAM), following an
alleged patent infringement dating back to 2012.
Documents filed by the RCM in Australia‘s federal court
on Dec. 22 allege the RAM used a patented printing
method relating to how the latter mint printed red poppies on its commemorative Remembrance Day coins.
The RCM is now demanding 500,000 $2 coins struck by
the RAM – with a total value of $2 million – be turned
over or destroyed. The RCM is also requesting the RAM
be restrained from further patent infringement or from
―making, selling, supplying or otherwise disposing of,
using or keeping the infringing coins.‖ They also want
Australian officials to admit their wrongdoing and turn
over or destroy all promotional materials related to the

According to court documents filed in December
2017, the Royal Australian Mint used a printing
method patented by the Royal Canadian Mint on its
2012-dated $2 commemorative Remembrance Day
coin.

infringing coins. Lastly, the RCM is demanding the RAM
surrender its profits from the infringement or pay damages.

―The Royal Canadian Mint has launched legal proceedings against the RAM for infringement of the Mint‘s
patent in Australia when RAM produced a colour printed version of the Australian $2 coin with a red
poppy without first having obtained our consent to do so,‖ RCM media relations manager Alex Reeves
told CCN.

―Despite the Mint‘s ongoing efforts to resolve the matter since 2015, it has become necessary for us to
institute infringement proceedings to protect and preserve our intellectual property rights.‖

Reeves added the RCM ―distinguishes itself in the global marketplace with its cutting-edge coin technologies.‖
―As a Crown corporation mandated to operate in anticipation of profit, our technologies are vital to maintaining our competitive standing, and the Mint undertakes all steps necessary to protect its intellectual
property rights.‖

THE PATENT
According to the court documents, the RCM ―is and has at all material times been the registered proprietor of Australian Patent number 2006201461 titled ‗Method of printing an image on a metallic surface,
particularly on a coin surface.‘‖

The RCM applied for the patent in 2006, and the complete specification of the patent was published and
became open to public inspection the following year. Finally, the patent was granted in July 2013.

News article courtesy of: https://canadiancoinnews.com/rcm-sues-australian-mint-patent-infringement/

Cont’d...
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THE INFRINGEMENT
The court documents claim from a date unknown to the RCM but before Oct. 26, 2012, the RAM ―made,
sold, or otherwise disposed of, used or kept coins which were printed with coloured ink by forming a plurality of macropores of about 0.1 to about 0.5 mm across in a designed pattern on a portion of the metal
surface, forming a plurality of micropores within the macropores, cleaning the surface, applying the ink
and drying the ink.‖

On Oct. 26, 2012, the RAM issued a press release referring to Australia‘s first commemorative circulating
coins, which were described as a special colour printed version of the $2 coin with a red poppy. The RAM
struck 500,000 $2 coins bearing the image of a red poppy in 2012.

Reeves said a ―physical examination of the Australian $2 coin triggered efforts to resolve the matter
through discussion back in 2015.‖

RAM RESPONSE
While the RCM is a Canadian Crown corporation allowed to sue other parties with its corporate name,
the Royal Australian Mint is ―an emanation‖ of the Australian government, so the respondent in the case
is the Commonwealth of Australia.

In December 2015, RCM CTO Xianyao Li sent a letter to Dr. Prabir De, international business development director of the RAM, to inform the RAM its conduct had infringed on the RCM‘s patent. A year later,
the RCM sent another letter, this from Michael Groves, to RAM CEO Ross MacDiarmid.

In response, Australian officials claimed the RAM‘s methods were ―sufficiently different to have not infringed.‖

According to the court documents, the RCM ―has suffered, and will continue to suffer, loss and damage‖
as a result of the infringement. What‘s more, the documents claim the RAM has ―made profits by reason
of its acts pleaded above.‖

Reeves said the case has ―nothing to do with the design and strictly concerns the process by which colour was applied to the coin, regardless of what artwork was chosen.‖

An initial hearing with an Australian federal court judge was scheduled for Feb. 7.
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Geelong’s Stuart Devlin remembered as talented craftsman, jeweller
and goldsmith
STUART Leslie Devlin‘s memory is carried in the wallets, handbags and pockets
of many Australians.
The Geelong-born craftsman, who died on April 12 at 86, designed most of Australia‘s decimal
currency coins more than 50 years ago.
Born in 1931, Mr Devlin attended Geelong Technical School and became an art teacher, specialising in gold and silversmithing.
A talented craftsman, jeweller, and goldsmith, he was proud of designing the Sydney Olympic
and Paralympic Games medals.
In 1982 his skills saw him granted the Royal Warrant of Appointment as goldsmith and jeweller
to Queen Elizabeth.
After studying at the Royal College of Art in London, Mr Devlin rose to fame in 1964 when he
won a competition to design the first decimal coins for Australia.
His early designs faced stern opposition as they focused too heavily on Australian industry.
But later designs encompassing the nation‘s flora and fauna, and those used on the coins, drew
acclaim.
The designs are now considered emblematic of our nation and also possess an engaging and
natural component, experts say.
In 2016, commemorating the 50-year anniversary of the decimal currency in Australia, Mr Devlin told Fairfax: ―Designing coins is really a marvellous thing to do, because millions of people
around the world carry my work around in their pockets.‖
Designing coins for many countries, he turned his attention in 1975 to the medals for the Australian honours system. 13 years later he was named an Officer of the order of Australia.
John Andrew, co-author of Designer British Silver, said: ―(Devlin) introduced techniques which
were entirely new. He mixed gold and silver, introduced filigree, tactile surfaces instead of just
plain silver. He cut the chains of tradition. He was really very radical.‖
Mr Devlin died with his wife, Carole, by his side at Chichester, in England.
A memorial service will be held in London at St Vedast Foster Lane, on June 20.

Arrticle source courtesy by: http://www.heraldsun.com.au/news/national/geelongs-stuart-devlin-remembered-as-talentedcraftsman-jeweller-and-goldsmith/news-story/5df466a1159e077a7041afd970615be6
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Stuart Devlin AO
Born in Geelong, Australia in 1931, Stuart Devlin AO completed art school at the Gordon Institute of Technology, Geelong specialising in Goldsmithing and Silversmithing at age 17. In a career that began as a teenager
in Geelong, Devlin has carved out an illustrious career spanning more than 70 years.
Apart from designing Australia’s decimal coins that
were released into circulation in February 1966,
Devlin has designed coins for 30 other countries,
including the United Kingdom and Singapore. He
says: ‘I like the fact that millions of people around
the world carry my work in their pockets.’ However,
coins represent only one part of Devlin’s extraordinary career.
From the ubiquitous Wiltshire Staysharp carving
knife to ground-breaking designs for coffee services,
furniture, tableware and candelabrum that lit up dining rooms around the world, Devlin produced exquisite pieces in silver with filigreed gold ornamentation.
His aim was to restore ‘richness and romance’ to peoples’ lives. Many honours have come his way, notably
his appointment as Goldsmith and Jeweller to the Queen in 1982. After designing many of the awards within
the Australian honours system, he was himself appointed an AO in 1988.
Among other achievements, he designed the medals and coins for the Sydney 2000 Olympic Games. Devlin
has lived and worked in the United Kingdom since the 1960s, setting up his business after travelling there to
oversee production of the new Australian decimal coins at the Royal Mint.

Article resource: https://www.ramint.gov.au/stuart-devlin-ao
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See many of Devlin's achievements below:



Two years at the bench as an ecclesiastical brass worker at T. Gaunt & Co



Teacher of art and design with the Education Department of Victoria



1958 Scholar at the Royal College of Art, London Schools of Silversmithing and Jewellery,
and Industrial Design (Engineering)



1960 to 1962 Awarded Harkness Fellowship Columbia University, New York



First year developing ideas on the Nature of Creativity



Second year on Sculpture, culminating in a one-man show at the Thibault Gallery, New
York



Returned to Australia Appointed Inspector of Art Schools



1963 Designed Australian decimal currency Minted in 1966



Subsequently designed coins for 30 countries



1964 Returned to London. Set up as a designer goldsmith



Built up a business employing 60 craftsmen



Consultant to governments and large corporations on product and marketing strategies
including ‗Australian Nugget‘ and ‗Champagne Diamonds‘



1982 Appointed Goldsmith and Jeweller to the Queen



1982 Awarded C.M.G. for ‗Services to Design‘



1988 Awarded Officer of the Order of Australia



1996 Became the first creative goldsmith to be Prime Warden of the Goldsmiths Company
since its first royal charter in 1327



2000 Awarded Honorary Doctorate RMIT University, for his work in



Design and Education



2009 Awarded RMIT Alumnus of the year



2009 Lifetime Achievement Award of the Goldsmiths‘ Craft and Design Council



2009 Designed and carved the set of four UK £1 coins



2011 Appointed Postgraduate Director of The Goldsmiths‘ Institute,



Goldsmith‘s Centre, London



2011 Awarded ‗Australian of the Year in the UK‘

Article resource: https://www.ramint.gov.au/stuart-devlin-ao
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New Effigy of the Queen on Australia's Coins

The Government today announced that Australia will adopt a new effigy of Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth II on all circulating and collector coins.
The new effigy of The Queen will be only the sixth to feature on Australia‘s coins since Her Majesty‘s accession to the throne in 1952.
The effigy was designed by Jody Clark, an engraver for the United Kingdom‘s Royal Mint. Jody
Clark‘s original effigy was chosen through a competition commissioned by the United Kingdom‘s
Royal Mint Advisory Committee and has been in use in the United Kingdom since 2015.
The effigy to feature on Australian coins is an adaptation of Jody Clark‘s original drawings. Her
Majesty is portrayed wearing the Royal Diamond Diadem, which was worn for The Coronation.
In keeping with tradition, Her Majesty continues to face to the right of the coin.
Assistant Minister to the Treasurer, the Hon Michael Sukkar MP, welcomed the change: ―The
Government is upholding the tradition of periodically updating Her Majesty‘s image on Australia‘s coins. This new effigy will replace the Ian Rank-Broadley effigy which has been in use since
1998.‖
Australians can expect to start seeing the new effigy on 2019-dated coins.
It may take some time before these coins appear in people's change as the new coins will be
distributed through banks across Australia as a first priority.
Coins bearing previous effigies of Her Majesty will not be removed from circulation and will continue to be legal tender.

The Two Jody Clark Designs. Left UK Coins, Right New Australian Coins (image courtesy
Royal Mint and ramint.gov.au)

Article resource: https://www.ramint.gov.au/publications/new-effigy-queen-on-australias-coins
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Australia‘s new coin obverse will be the sixth portrait of Queen Elizabeth II used on Australian
coins. It features the Queen facing right wearing the Royal Diamond Diadem. She wore this
crown at the coronation and also in the Raphael Maklouf portrait used on Australian coins from
1985-1998.The design is different to that on UK coins as it shows the Queen‘s shoulders, sees
her wearing pearls and there are design differences in the hair curls. We‘ll see this design on all
new coins minted for 2019 including collector coins and circulating coins.

The evolving effigy of Queen Elizabeth II on Australian Coins from left Gillick, Machin, Maklouf, Gottwald, Rank-Broadley and the
new Clark design.

Article & image resource: https://www.australian-coins.com/coin-news/new-portrait-queen-used-australian-coins2019/

Paint on the Wrong Side “Bullseye” Coloured 2 Dollar
Coin Errors

2015 Lest We Forget Coloured $2 Enamel on Wrong Side Error PCGS MS66 (image courtesy
PCGS.com)

Article source: https://www.australian-coins.com/error-coins/paint-wrong-side-bullseye-coloured-2-dollar-coin-errors/
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Error coins are eagerly hunted by collectors and now with more and more coloured coins being
minted for circulation by the Royal Australian Mint we're seeing new types of error coins that
never before existed. This is the more easily spotted and most eye-catching error where the
paint has been applied to the wrong side of the coin. Optical processes at time of paint application are supposed to recognise the reverse of the coin then apply the paint but occasionally an
error occurs and the enamel is applied to the wrong side of the coin. This has been seen on
few occasions of the various coloured coins and collectors have named it a "bullseye" error.
The coin seen above is one of these errors, the paint wrongly applied to the portrait (or obverse) side of the coin. Below we see the same coin in the PCGS slab graded PCGS MS66, a
very high grade for such a coin and obviously pulled from a Mint roll or bag.

2015 Lest We Forget Coloured $2 Enamel on Wrong Side Error PCGS MS66 (image courtesy PCGS.com)
A different example but a coin of the same type below can also be seen in its security bag!

2015 Lest We Forget $2 Bullseye Error in Security Bag
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Wrong Paint Coloured 2 Dollar Coin Error

2017 Lest We Forget Mosaic $2 With Remembrance Rosemary Colour Error
What's so special about this coin you say? If you know your coloured $2 coins you'll see straight
away, now pick your bottom lip up off the floor. The coin is a 2017 Lest We Forget coloured $2
which should have multicoloured mosaic painted reverse. Instead, the colour applied to this coin
is for the coin released later in the year for Remembrance, the coin featuring green and purple
Rosemary flowers. The wrong paint has been applied to the different reverse design coin. See
the comparison image below and imagine the paint on the right hand coin has accidentally been
applied to the coin on the left -WOW. I struggle to see how this error could be fabricated postminting and believe this to be a genuine error coin. This is the first coin that has been found
with this type of error, are there more out there?

2017 Coloured $2 Coins Left: Lest We Forget Mosaic Right: Remembrance Rosemary (images courtesy
ramint.gov.au)

Article source courtesy by: https://www.australian-coins.com/error-coins/wrong-paint-coloured-2-dollar-coin-error/
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New Release from RAM & Australia Post

2018 $2 "C" Mintmark Coloured Uncirculated Coin
This striking and evocative design is
inspired by the Eternal Flame at the
Australian War Memorial. Suspended
above the Pool of Reflection, the flame
is symbol of remembrance and sacrifice
that commemorates the service and
sacrifice of over 102 000 Australians
who have died in war and other operations since 1885. Widely regarded as a
symbol of eternal life, it represents the
nation’s perpetual gratitude to, and remembrance of, Australia’s casualties of
war.
AU$ 15.00

The stamp and coin cover is highly collectable, features a postage-paid pictorial envelope and a coin from
the Royal Australian Mint. The postage-paid area is
postmarked - First day of issue | 5 May 2018 | Canberra ACT 2600

AU$ 17.95

2018 $1 Uncirculated Coin
Sir John Monash is one of the greatest
figures in Australian history. An outstanding commander during the First
World War, he continued his exceptional service upon his return. His postwar endeavours both served the community and helped build the nation we
are privileged to enjoy today. Military
enthusiasts, proud Australians and collectors will all value the story of one of
Australia’s greatest figures, told with
this unique coin.
AU$ 15.00

The stamp and coin cover is highly collectable,
featuring a pictorial envelope with the Legacy
Memorial, Melbourne stamp from A Century of
Service: War Memorials stamp issue and a
coin from the Royal Australian Mint. The stamp
is postmarked - First day of issue | 10 April
2018 | Canberra ACT 2600

AU$ 17.95

Are you interested in the collection and preservation of
coins and banknotes? Do you have an interest in the
historical record which is captured by currency? Do you
wish to learn more about coins and banknotes?
Join others who are like minded and come along to our
monthly meetings held at the CWA Hall in
Wellington Street, Bunbury WA at
7:45pm the first Tuesday of every month.
For more information you can contact us on:
(08) 9726 0665 or 0414 586102
E-mail: info@southwestdistrictcoinclub.com

Holds meetings on the last Wednesday
of every month (except December),
commencing 7.30pm, and visitors are
welcome to attend.
VENUE: Collins Street Centre cnr Collins and Shaftesbury Sts., South Perth.
Collins Street is off the Canning Highway on the right-hand side as you
travel from Perth, two blocks before the Douglas Avenue intersection.
There is plenty of off-street parking available right in front of the Centre.
PNS Coin, Medal & Banknote Fairs: South Perth Community Hall
(corner South Terrace and Sandgate Street) on:

Saturday – 11 August
Saturday – 27 October
Saturday – 29 December

The fairs are held 9.00am – 2.00pm. There
will be buying and selling, free valuations
and advice on any aspect of coins, medals,
tokens and banknotes.

Dealers are welcome and should FREE ADMISSION. Please just turn up to the
register with Mr. Walter Bloom by hall at the corner of South Terrace and
Sandgate Street, South Perth where there is
email.
plenty of parking.

Meetings are held on the second Wednesday
of each month.
6:15 pm to 8:00 pm.

2018 Auction dates
Sun 24th June
Sun 2nd September
Sun 25th November

The venue for the meetings is Mandurah Library on Pinjarra Road.
For further information, contact Jo:
email: prng@southwest.com.au
phone: 0415 967 109
The 2018 Stamp, Coin and Banknote Fairs
will be held on:
Sunday 11th November

SATURDAY 14th JULY 2018 * 10.00 AM to 4.00 PM

South West Italian Club
20 White Street
East Bunbury WA 6230

Dealers will be buying, selling & appraising your coins,
stamps & collectables

Entry $2 Per Person
Children under 12 with
Adult—FREE

