Vol. 4

2018

Page 1

Cont’d...

E

S

T

A

B

L

I

S

H

E

D

1

9

6

4

From The Editor’s Pen
I appreciate everyone’s patience for the latest issue of SWDCC Newsletter as there have been
lots happening. In this issue, we include the launch of the New Generation $50 notes and the new
coins that were recently released by the Royal Australian Mint and few other interesting numismatic articles. Hope you enjoy the articles. Happy reading and collecting!
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Convict Love Tokens – Food for
the Heart!

Convict Love Tokens have been romantically described as „postcards before leaving‟ but they
were actually very sad mementos of relationships torn asunder by the courts and the tyranny
of distance.
It was common for a small „cottage industry‟ to spring up in each prison turning out these
crude tokens for convicts with parting messages of love to a wife, sibling, friend or lover that
they were unlikely to ever see again once they were transported to Australia. Most were
crafted from smoothed English pennies upon whose surfaces the messages were either lightly
scratched or stippled by means of a sharp point being dug into the surface of the metal.
The subject of this token was Francis Collis, a twenty-five year old native of Oxford who was
born on the 26thDecember, 1792.
At his trial at the „Old Bailey‟ on the 17th June, 1818 he was described as a live-in-porter who
while working for a tailor William Scott, stole £34 he was entrusted to deliver to Sir Richard
Carr Glynn in payment for an outstanding bill.
According to the court records, Judith Scott the tailor‟s wife had handed over the money to
Collis at about 4 o‟clock on the afternoon of the 14th May to pay the bill but, perhaps feeling a
bit peckish on his journey, he cashed one of the notes very soon after at a bakery in nearby
Bury Street.
Despite his plea for mercy the jury repaid his appetite for crime with a guilty verdict and he
was sentenced to seven years transportation to Australia.
Before leaving England, Collis was incarcerated on the prison hulk „Retribution‟ at Woolwich
on the Thames where a poignant convict love token dedicated to his sister was crudely fashioned. It reads:
“Francis Collis / Born 26 Dec 1792 / Banished 17th June 1818”
“Dear Sister / When this you see / Rembr me when I am / in some foreign Country”

Courtesy of: https://smallsauctions.com/convict-love-tokens-food-for-the-heart/
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Collis arrived in Sydney on the 11th May 1819 on the „Lord Sidmouth‟ and was soon after
ferried up river to the Parramatta District where he was assigned to general labour duties.
Records indicate he spent time at Emu Plains and Windsor and in 1822 his name is also
mentioned in the District Constables book for Baulkham Hills very near Parramatta. In the
same year he was recalled to Sydney town where according to the General Convict Muster
he had been assigned to a Mr Arthur Hill of King Street.
He next appears in the records on assault charges for which he was bailed on the
3rd November 1827, but it is likely he escaped conviction because as a recidivist he would
certainly have appeared in later Convict Musters of which there is no record.
It is hoped that he kicked on in his new “country” as a free man but, perhaps it is the same
Francs Collis who reappears as a resident of the Liverpool Asylum for the Infirm and Destitute in 1860.

The Unique ‘First Prefix’ Specimen
„Polymer’ Banknotes of Australia

Through the years Australia has been party to many ground-breaking inventions that have
been taken up by the world, and in this category we can certainly place „polymer‟ of „plastic‟
banknotes which were first tested in 1988 in Australia with the one-off Bi-Centennial Commemorative $10.
The problem with paper notes had always been their relatively high production costs compared to their short life spans, and this was particularly true of the smaller denominations
which were spent more often and were also more likely to be found screwed up with small
change in our pockets rather than in the sanctity of a wallet.

Courtesy of: https://smallsauctions.com/the-unique-first-prefix-specimen-polymer-banknotes-of-australia/
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The Unique ‘First Prefix’ Specimen „Polymer’ Banknotes of
Australia

Australia was not the first nation to introduce „plastic-like‟ notes as smaller nations such as
the Isle of Man and Haiti had trialled „tyvek‟ banknotes produced by the American Banknote
Company in the early 1980s. However these trials proved unsatisfactory and folklore has it
that the Isle of Man notes were often the subject of ridicule as bar-room patrons tested how
far they would stretch while the Haiti notes were avoided because it was feared that they
transmitted disease.
Australia‟s „polymer‟ notes were successfully phased in starting with the $5 in 1992 and ending with the $100 in 1996 and this transition to „plastic‟ has now been mirrored by many nations all around the world. Australian-style polymer notes now offer durability and remarkable
security features unachievable on paper issues.
Collectors of Australia banknotes would be familiar with „specimen‟ issues of the 1988 „BiCentennial‟ $10 and the polymer denominations that followed in the 1990s beginning with the
AA00 000000 $5 in 1992 and concluding with the AA96 000000 $100 in 1996. As each new
„polymer‟ denomination was released hundreds of individually numbered „specimen‟ notes but
all bearing identical serial numbers were „loaned‟ to official reference collections such as state
libraries, police forces and local and international banks as well as gifted to a long list of dignitaries that were recognised for their services to the Reserve Bank of Australia, such as past
Governors.
Interestingly, only a few select dignitaries were given an updated $5 „Specimen‟ when a
change of colour was introduced in 1995, but examples of the new note were provided to the
usual official reference collections so that they could remain abreast of design changes.
It is important to realise that it is only the notes given to private individuals that can be
owned and traded by collectors as the „specimens‟ loaned to reference collections remain the
property of the Reserve Bank of Australia and can be confiscated if offered for sale. The writer
can well remember the 1996 $100 Polymer „Specimen‟ loaned to the Bank of England, whose
sale by an embarrassed British auction house resulted in police charges for the archivist who
had purloined it from the official collection. Generally the spans of the individual numbers
stamped on the „specimen‟ notes are the giveaway as to the intended recipient i.e. a bank,
police force etc.
What is not widely known is that „specimen‟ notes post 1996 are still available to collectors
via odd „specimen‟ banknote sheets that were printed each year. Succeeding Governors of the
Reserve Bank of Australia followed a tradition of donating a „specimen‟ sheet of banknotes for
a charity auction conducted annually by the Australian financial services industry. The
„specimen‟ notes taken from the charity sheets, unlike the earlier „specimens‟, carried normal
prefixes and were not individually numbered but they did follow the dating system introduced
in 1993 where the first two numbers after the two letter prefix indicated the year of issue
which was followed by six zeros. For example the first note on the charity sheet for the 2005
$20 had a „First Prefix Serial‟ AA05 000000 and the last DA05 000000. The production of the
annual specimen sheets corresponded with the notes being printed at the time and so it was
not unusual for $50 sheets for example which are the most printed denomination to feature in
consecutive years.
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What is „unique „about all of these later „specimens‟ is that that are individually prefixed
meaning that there is only one „AA – First Prefix‟. This month Smalls Auctions offers five „First
Prefix‟ notes from the Governor‟s „Specimen‟ sheets. The AA07 000000 & AB07 000000 $5
are exceedingly rare as not only is it a „unique‟ „consecutive combination of „First & Second
Prefixes‟ but these prefixes were not used at all on the circulation notes of that year.

Upcoming Releases
The Mint is pleased to announce, that as a result of the
customers‟ feedback, a new section has been added to the
printed and online Mint Issue. This section lists the exciting new releases available the following month, allowing
all their loyal customers an earlier opportunity to learn
about upcoming releases of our unique and sought-after
products.
Below we have shared November's highly anticipated releases and look out for the new section in the printed October Mint Issue.
November 2019
2018 $2 C Mintmark Coloured Uncirculated Coin - Remembrance Day Armistice Centenary - $12.50 RRP
2018 Six Coin Uncirculated Year Set - Moon Landing $15.00 RRP
2019 Six Coin Proof Year Set - Moon Landing - $100.00
RRP
Please note that products listed in this section will
NOT be available for pre-purchase. Products and
prices are subject to change without notice and may
not appear here due to commercial reasons.
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A Call to Arms – Australian World War
I Enlistment Poster for the Gallipoli
Campaign

At the outbreak of World War I Europe split into two opposing blocs consisting of the Allied
powers of Great Britain, France, Russia and Italy pitted against the Central powers of Germany, Austria-Hungary, Bulgaria and the Turkish Ottoman Empire.
Nationalism was rampant at the time even in Britain‟s former colonies with many Australians rallying to the call to sign up to defend the Empire. The first Australians who volunteered
for service were posted to Egypt to guard against a possible Turkish attack on the Suez Canal
which was considered vital to British supply lines from India and the Asia-Pacific. The anticipated attack never eventuated and after four and a half months of training outside of Cairo,
the soldiers of the Australian Imperial Forces were combined with the New Zealand Expeditionary Forces to form the Australian and New Zealand Army Corps (ANZACS) and were redeployed to the Gallipoli peninsular landing at Gabe Tepe (Anzac Cove) on the fateful day of
25th April 1915.
It was anticipated that the ANZACS would quickly establish a beachhead and then march on
in tandem with their British and French allies to take Constantinople, but instead they were
met with fierce resistance by the Turkish forces led by Lieutenant Colonel Kemal Ataturk, who
later founded the Republic of Turkey.
Although the Turks were able to halt their progress they were unable to dislodge the ANZACS who were pinned down in the cliffs surrounding the cove and a stalemate ensued for
the remainder of 1915. On the 19th and 20th of December 1915 the ANZAC forces stealthily
withdrew under cover of night. It is recorded that of the 50,000 Australians that served at
Gallipoli, 8,709 were killed in action. Similarly, New Zealand lost 2,271 of the 14,000 who
served during the course of the campaign which was considered a baptism of fire for both
fledgling nations and the event that spawned the ANZAC legend.

Courtesy of: https://smallsauctions.com/a-call-to-arms-australian-world-war-i-enlistment-poster-for-the-gallipoli-campaign/
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Seeing Double – New Portrait of Queen
on Australian Coin

The Governor-General is Australia‟s representative for Queen Elizabeth II and this position is
currently held by Sir Peter Cosgrove*. Today the Governor-General unveiled a new dollar
coin, the first to bear the official 2019 Jody Clark portrait of the Queen. The new effigy of
the Queen will feature on new Australian coins from 2019 including those in circulation.
This new dollar coin released today has the Ian Rank-Broadley effigy of the Queen on the
reverse celebrating this portrait used from 1998 to 2019, the obverse reveals the new Jody
Clark effigy -the sixth portrait. This particular coin is a collector release not for circulation,
no doubt it would be confusing to some if received in change but definitely a winner to call
heads in a coin flip.
Australia‟s new effigy of the Queen designed by Mr Jody Clark is a modified version of that
used on UK coinage since 2015. To be used in all countries of the Commonwealth this portrait includes Her Majesty‟s shoulders and features the Victorian coronation necklace.
“The Sixth Effigy” coin is struck by the Royal Australian Mint in limited numbers, 30,000 in
uncirculated aluminium bronze, and 5,000 in fine silver proof.

*His Excellency General the Honourable Sir Peter John Cosgrove, Principal Knight and Chancellor of the Order of Australia, Military Cross, Governor-General of the Commonwealth of
Australia.

https://www.australian-coins.com/coin-news/seeing-double-new-portrait-queen-australian-coin/
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The Top 4 Mistakes that New Coin
Collectors Make
We‟ve been collecting and selling coins for more than 15 years and writing about coins on this
blog for more than 10. In that time we‟ve seen new collectors make the same few mistakes
time and time again. So, what are the top 4 mistakes that new coin collectors make?

Thinking that Coin Collecting is Investing
So many new collectors see their collections as an „investment‟. We can assure you now it‟s
not. If you get into the hobby thinking you‟re going to make a bomb all you‟re going to do is
lose money. There‟s people around who know MUCH more than you, have been doing this for
longer than you, and they see a new „coin investor‟ as an easy mark and they‟ll do their level
best to teach you an expensive lesson. And once that money is lost many collectors get disheartened and leave the hobby as quickly as they entered. Collect what you love, educate
yourself, appreciate your collection for what it is. In time you may become knowledgeable
enough to recognise a bargain or an under-graded item when you see it and make a small
profit from it.

Getting Caught in the Hype
See a news article about $2 coins? Gotta buy those as an „investment‟ for my grand-kids. See
a video about the year 2000 $1/10c mule being worth $2000 or more and see one for sale for
$1000 and snap it up thinking you‟ve got a bargain? Or perhaps there‟s an „All Australian‟
grading company and the „herd mentality‟ says that must be a good thing. So you get all your
coins graded by a fly by night company that has little clue what they are doing and even encases your coins in slabs that damage the coins themselves.

https://www.australian-coins.com/collecting-coins/the-top-4-mistakes-that-new-coin-collectors-make/
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Don‟t get caught up in the hype. Think about what you‟re doing, sleep on it, take a sceptical
view and don‟t commit unless you‟re 100% sure. Coin collecting is about knowledge and education, not following the masses.

Rushing into Purchases
We see this all the time. New collectors that have a hoard of NCLT, coins, and banknotes 6-12
months into their collecting journey. There‟s no theme to the collection, no consistency of
grades, no rhyme or reason to why a certain Royal Australian Mint release was bought and
another wasn‟t. New collectors have an almost feverish need to add items to their collections
and see it grow. Sites like eBay, and the rise of buying and selling on social media have only
served to enable that sort of behaviour.
The end result is a pile of items the collector loses interest in and has to dispose of, usually at
a great loss which is always a dis-heartening exercise. Our tip to be taken from this? You‟re
better off having one of two well considered purchases a year netting you items you love and
value than 100 purchases of rubbish that you don‟t even remember buying.

Not Being Able to Grade
If a collector is buying individual coins or banknotes rather than mint issues then that collector MUST be able to grade. New collectors often have little idea how grade effects the value
and demand for a coin or banknote. They rely too heavily on the grade assigned to an item
by the dealer or the third party that has graded it. Yes, we admit that if an item is graded by
a reputable third party (like PCGS or NGC) then a collector can have more assurance in the
assigned grade. But even then, if you‟re spending your own money on a hobby do you want
to put ALL your faith in someone else? We certainly don‟t.
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So, learn to grade, look at coins in hand, look at third party graded coins and try to understand why those coins or notes have been assigned their grade. And don‟t think you can learn
to grade by looking at images on social media or eBay. You can‟t, and those platforms are full
of „keyboard warriors‟ who have held very few coins in hand but somehow seem to be able to
assign split grades to a coin based on fuzzy images.

If you‟re a new collector and you can avoid these 4 mistakes you‟re well on the way to having
a hobby that coin last you a life time!

NEXT GENERATION BANKNOTE PROGRAM
THE NEW

$50 BANKNOTE
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A B O U T

T H E

D E S I G N S

The $50 banknote will be released into general circulation on 18 October 2018. It celebrates
David Unaipon, an inventor and Australia's first published Aboriginal author, and Edith Cowan,
who is best remembered as the first female member of an Australian parliament. Their work is
recognised in several design elements on the banknote, including shields from Unaipon‟s Ngarrindjeri nation and images portraying the practices of miwi and navel cord exchange about
which Unaipon wrote. The banknote also includes pictures of the gumnut brooch Cowan had
made to symbolise that entry into Parliament was a „hard nut to crack‟ for women, and the
King Edward Memorial Hospital, a women‟s and maternity hospital that she helped establish.
Innovative new security features have been incorporated in the new $50 banknote to help
keep them secure from counterfeiting. These security features are similar to those in the $5
and $10 banknotes issued in 2016 and 2017, such as the top-to-bottom clear window that
contains a number of dynamic features including a reversing number and flying bird. There is
also a patch with a rolling colour effect and microprint featuring excerpts of Unaipon's
book Legendary Tales of the Australian Aborigines and Cowan's maiden speech to Western
Australian parliament.
Each banknote in the new series will feature a different species of native Australia wattle and
bird. The $50 banknote features the Acacia humifusa and the Black Swan (Cygnus atratus),
Unaipon‟s ngaitji, or totem, and the bird of Cowan‟s home state of Western Australia.
As previously announced, key aspects of the existing design – colour, size and people portrayed – have been retained for ease of recognition and to minimise the disruption to businesses. The new banknote series also has a „tactile‟ feature to help the vision-impaired community distinguish between different denominations of banknotes.
All banknotes issued by the Reserve Bank remain legal tender and can continue to be used.

U P G R A D I N G

A U S T R A L I A ' S

B A N K N O T E S

A core function of the Reserve Bank is to maintain public confidence in Australia's banknotes.
Australia has one of the safest and most secure currencies in the world and has experienced
relatively low levels of counterfeiting for many years. To ensure that this continues to be the
case, the Reserve Bank researches anti-counterfeit technologies and developments in banknote design.The results of this work have culminated in a project to upgrade the security of
Australia's banknotes.
The first denomination in the new series, the $5 banknote, was issued on 1 September 2016.
The new $10 banknote was issued into general circulation from 20 September 2017, and will
be followed by the new $50 banknote which is expected to enter circulation on 18 October
2018. The new $20 is expected to be issued in 2019 and the new $100 in 2020.
Considerable work has already been undertaken on this project, including the development
and review of banknote designs and production trials of new security features. It is important
that the new features are durable, effectively incorporated into the banknote designs and rigorously tested. One aspect of this process is that the Reserve Bank has consulted extensively
with key users of banknotes, including banknote equipment manufacturers, retail organisations, financial institutions and the vision-impaired community. Advice has also been sought
through a number of channels during the development process, including a Design Advisory
Panel, subject-matter experts and focus groups comprising members of the public. These ongoing consultations provide an opportunity to ensure that the new banknotes meet the needs
of the community.
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New Release from RAM & Australia Post

The Royal Wedding postal
numismatic cover
$17.95

Lt. Gen. Sir John Monash postal
numismatic cover
$17.95

The stamp and coin cover is highly collectable, featuring
a pictorial envelope with the stamp from The Royal
Wedding stamp issue and a coin from the Perth Mint.

The stamp and coin cover is highly collectable, featuring a
pictorial envelope with the Lieut Gen. Sir John Monash
stamp from the Centenary of WWI: 1918 stamp issue and a
coin from the Royal Australian Mint.

2018 $1 Coloured Frosted Uncirculated Two Coin Set
$30.00
To celebrate the centenary of two icons of Australian childrens’ literature, the Royal Australian Mint presents this set of
two coloured $1 coins featuring The Tales of Snugglepot and
Cuddlepie by May Gibbs, and The Magic Pudding by Norman
Lindsay. Both published in 1918, these characteristically Australian books still delight readers. Everyone who treasures the
classic stories will love this set, presenting the lively characters from both books.

*Pre-order: Next Generation
of $50
$64.85
The commemorative Next Generation of $50 folder contains one uncirculated $50 banknote from the new polymer series. Delivery from 18 October 2018.

2018 50c Coloured Uncirculated
Coin
$12.50
*** Due to circumstances beyond our control, this coin is slightly delayed. Orders
will be dispatched from 8 Oct. 2018 ***
Orders will be dispatched from 30 Evoking the romance of train
travel and the bygone era of steam locomotives, the 3801 – A
Legend of Steam is a coin for rail enthusiasts, history buffs and
lovers of travel alike. This dramatic coloured coin celebrates one
of Australia’s most loved steam locomotives as it celebrates both
its 75th anniversary and a return to operation after a lengthy
overhaul and restoration.
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New Release from RAM & Australia Post

The Sixth Effigy - Her Majesty
Queen Elizabeth II
$15.00

Invictus Games Sydney 2018

Heralding a new era in Australian coinage, the Royal Australian
Mint proudly presents this $1 Uncirculated Coin, featuring on the
obverse the new 2019 effigy of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II by
Jody Clark. While the reverse bears the familiar 1998 effigy by Ian
Rank-Broadley. This sixth portrait of Her Majesty on Australia’s
coins marks the Queen’s status as our longest reigning monarch.

From Latin, meaning unconquered, Invictus expresses
the spirit that drives wounded, injured and sick servicemen and women to overcome adversity and compete at the Invictus Games. In 2018 Australia hosts
the Invictus Games where brave athletes who have
overcome life-changing events will share with us their
challenges and triumphs. In partnership with the Invictus Games Foundation, the Mint is honoured to present this officially licensed $1 coin that uniquely incorporates Braille in the design.

AC/DC - 45 Years of Thunder
(SOLD OUT)
$15.00
2018 50c Coloured Uncirculated
Coin
***This product is only available for Australian and New Zealand
customers***
Unrelenting, frank, and at times irreverent, the electrifying music of
Australia’s premier rock band AC/DC turns 45 in 2018. Bursting into
the Australian live music scene late in 1973 these hard-working musicians certainly took the long way to the top and managed to stay there
for decades. The Royal Australian Mint proudly celebrates the 45th
anniversary of our greatest rock band AC/DC with this coloured uncirculated coin.

$15.00

AC/DC - 45 Years of Thunder
(SOLD OUT)
$130.00
2018 $5 Fine Silver Nickel
Plated Coloured Proof Triangular Coin
In 2018 we mark 45 years since the formation of a
young band in suburban Sydney, who via Melbourne
would conquer the rock music world. Turning the volume up on our numismatic tribute to AC/DC we have
inverted the triangular blank and present this intricate
design oriented like a guitar pick. Nickel plated black
and featuring the high voltage logos in vibrant colour
print, this is a must have piece for fans of the band or
collectors alike.

Are you interested in the collection and preservation of
coins and banknotes? Do you have an interest in the
historical record which is captured by currency? Do you
wish to learn more about coins and banknotes?
Join others who are like minded and come along to our
monthly meetings held at the CWA Hall in
Wellington Street, Bunbury WA at
7:45pm the first Tuesday of every month.
For more information you can contact us on:
(08) 9726 0665 or 0414 586102
E-mail: info@southwestdistrictcoinclub.com

Holds meetings on the last Wednesday
of every month (except December),
commencing 7.30pm, and visitors are
welcome to attend.
VENUE: Collins Street Centre cnr Collins and Shaftesbury Sts., South Perth.
Collins Street is off the Canning Highway on the right-hand side as you
travel from Perth, two blocks before the Douglas Avenue intersection.
There is plenty of off-street parking available right in front of the Centre.
PNS Coin, Medal & Banknote Fairs: South Perth Community Hall
(corner South Terrace and Sandgate Street) on:

Saturday – 27 October
Saturday – 29 December

The fairs are held 9.00am – 2.00pm. There
will be buying and selling, free valuations
and advice on any aspect of coins, medals,
tokens and banknotes.

Dealers are welcome and should FREE ADMISSION. Please just turn up to the
register with Mr. Walter Bloom by hall at the corner of South Terrace and
Sandgate Street, South Perth where there is
email.
plenty of parking.

Meetings are held on the second Wednesday
of each month.
6:15 pm to 8:00 pm.

2018 Auction dates
Sun 25th November

The venue for the meetings is Mandurah Library on Pinjarra Road.
For further information, contact Jo:
email: prng@southwest.com.au
phone: 0415 967 109
The 2018 Stamp, Coin and Banknote Fairs
will be held on:
Sunday 11th November

2018 Rascals and Ratbags Road show Makes Its Mark in
Western Australia
In November the Royal Australian Mint Pop-Up Shop will be stopping in at the following places in WA: Perth on 7 November, Bunbury on 9 November and Albany
on 11 November.
The team are excited to bring WA the opportunity to purchase the latest products,
get fresh change and stamp a special Rascals and Ratbags coin. Coin swap is cash
only and limited to 3 per purchase per line-up.

