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From The Editor’s Pen
My apologies for the delay in releasing our 2019 Newsletter as there were lots happening
over the holiday season. Wow! First issue in 2019 and new stuff has been coming out in the last
months so will have them all featured in this issue. Hope you enjoy the articles. Happy reading and
collecting!
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Rascals & Ratbags Roadshow
Bunbury

Article courtesy of Bunbury Herald dated 13 November 2018
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The Royal Australian Mint‟s Rascals & Ratbags Roadshow that was held in Bunbury on the
9th of November 2018 was a successful event. This was the first time that the Mint travelled to Bunbury and there was a great turn out and hearing the feedbacks, we are more
than likely to have the privilege again to see the Royal Australian Mint here in Bunbury.
Bunbury Herald, the South West‟s local paper featured a small article about the show to
which the actual page has been included on the page across. As you can see, we were
privileged to have the men who fought for the freedom of this country visited us so we
were able to thank them for their services.
Thank you Royal Australian Mint, we hope to see you again soon!
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C o n t ’ d . . .

The mystery of the Australian 1922
‘ English Obverse’ Penny – a Toss of
the Coin.

Australia‟s first locally minted pennies were struck by the Melbourne Mint in 1919 and bore
no identifying mint mark. The Melbourne Mint had been striking silver coins since 1916 but
being new to striking pennies on the much harder copper planchets it quickly went through
its supply of reverse Penny dies that had been sent out from London. As an emergency
measure it took it upon itself to back-engineer a master die from one of its remaining 1919
reverse working-dies so it could maintain production.
This was certainly a first for the Melbourne Mint which had to overcome newly encountered
production difficulties especially concerning the restricting collar that contained the new die
and which had led to a loss of sharpness in the legend. The Melbourne Mint „tidied-up‟ the
legend with its own distinctive florid touches to the base of the letters and, was so enamoured with its final production that it marked the new dies with a surreptitious mint mark to
claim its additional workmanship. The coins struck on the „modified‟ dies are distinguished
by a small dot under the bottom scroll i.e. „//.‟
It was certainly chuffed with the result as it can be argued that except for a few instances
such as an „experimental‟ run of „//.‟ pennies it struck in 1920 with an „English‟ obverse on
an unaltered Calcutta reverse, and pennies it struck in 1923 on a newly arrived „London‟
reverse, the Melbourne Mint chose to use its „modified‟ reverse dies throughout the 1920s
and beyond. The vast majority of Melbourne‟s 1920 pennies were struck on a „modified Calcutta‟ reverse and before its first pennies were struck in 1924 it had „modified‟ the master
dies derived from the new 1923 „London‟ reverse hub to better suit its parochial taste.
Again in 1931 the Melbourne Mint followed its known protocol of sticking with an „unaltered
London‟ reverse that arrived in November 1930 before it had the chance to once again revert to its preferred „modified Birmingham‟ reverse mid-mintage. Such was the pride in its
work that it then abandoned the „new London‟ reverse and continued to use the „modified
Birmingham‟ reverse until the last George V pennies were struck in 1936.
An interesting quirk occurred in 1922 where four varieties have been identified combining
„English‟ and „Indian‟ obverses with „unaltered Birmingham‟ and „modified Birmingham‟ reverses.

https://smallsauctions.com/the-mystery-of-the-australian-1922-english-obverse-penny-a-toss-of-the-coin/
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It has long been established that the entire mintage of „Indian‟ obverse 1922 pennies were
struck at the Perth Mint on obverse dies previously supplied by the Sydney Mint. These
were coupled with ten dated reverse dies supplied by Melbourne with the coins produced
roughly split between 30% struck on „unaltered Birmingham‟ dies typified by „flat-based‟
lettering in the legend, and 70% on „modified Birmingham‟ dies with evidence of „serifying‟
on the base of the letters.
However, the great mystery surrounds the 1922 „English‟ obverse pennies.
In January 1922 the Melbourne mint had received a fresh stock of „Birmingham‟ reverse
hubs from London but it clearly still favoured using working-dies derived from its emergency 1919 „//.‟ reverse. The entire mintage of 1922 pennies with an „English‟ obverse
were long thought to be the product of the Melbourne Mint. These can also be split between
coins struck with an „unaltered‟ or „modified‟ Birmingham reverse, but in this instance the
numbers are significantly more biased. Perhaps as little as 5% of the mintage was struck
on „unaltered‟ dies which suggests an „experimental‟ run – but by whom?
It is possible but not probable that the Melbourne Mint conducted a small „experimental‟
run of pennies on the „unaltered Birmingham‟ reverse but, that would run contrary to its
known practices and, it is more likely that they were the product of the Perth Mint.
The writer has long argued that the 1921 „English‟ obverse Penny is also on balance an
„experimental‟ striking by the Perth Mint which had been sent four 1921-dated
„Birmingham‟ reverse dies in early 1922. The fact that the 1921 „English‟ obverse pennies
were struck on „unaltered‟ dies significantly increases the probability that they were used
sparingly by Perth when it was gearing up to produce its 1922 pennies. Similarly, the small
run of 1922 „English‟ obverse pennies struck on the „unaltered Birmingham‟ reverse were
likely struck in a similar vein, as it has been shown that if the Melbourne Mint had immediate access to its „modified‟ dies then that was their preferred option.
Whether the 1922 „English‟ obverse Penny with the „unaltered Birmingham‟ reverse was
struck by Melbourne or Perth it is undoubtedly a rare coin in high-grade. When compiling
the „Benchmark‟ Collection the writer after much searching had to be satisfied with a lightly
cleaned Uncirculated which was subsequently graded PCGS Cleaned AU-detail.
This month Smalls Auctions offers the „Benchmark‟ 1922 „English‟ obverse Penny with an
„unaltered Birmingham‟ reverse, a very rare coin indeed.
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Next Generation $20 Banknote Design
Reveal

The Reserve Bank has today revealed the design of the new $20 banknote, which will be released into general circulation in October 2019. As with the existing banknote, the new $20
features portraits of Mary Reibey and Reverend John Flynn.
Governor Philip Lowe said: „The new $20 banknote continues to celebrate the lives of two
outstanding Australians. Their stories are told through the images we have incorporated on
the banknote, which provide a rich and diverse narrative about their life in Australia.‟
Mary Reibey arrived in Australia as a convict, but soon broke out of rigidly defined social
norms to earn a reputation as an astute and successful businesswoman running her shipping
and trading enterprises. She also became known for her support of charity, religion and education. Reibey's story is illustrated on the new $20 banknote through an image of a Port
Jackson schooner in Sydney Cove in the early 1800s, similar to the type owned by Mary
Reibey. Beside it is a traditional Eora nowie (canoe). Aboriginal women fishing from these
vessels were a common sight on the harbour in Reibey's time.
John Flynn pioneered the world's first aerial medical service in 1928, now known as the
Royal Flying Doctor Service (RFDS), to spread a „mantle of safety‟ across 7.65 million square
kilometres of outback. Today, it remains the largest and most comprehensive aeromedical
emergency and healthcare service in the world. His stories are told through a RFDS De
Havilland aircraft leaving a remote Broken Hill homestead in 1948 and a pedal-powered
transceiver used by the service to improve communication in remote areas.

https://www.rba.gov.au/media-releases/2019/mr-19-02.html
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The Governor also said of the new banknote: „Improved security and ease of recognition
are important characteristics of the new $20 banknote. The same innovative security features from the previously released $5, $10 and $50 banknotes have been incorporated to
help keep them secure from counterfeiting.‟
These features include a top-to-bottom clear window that contains dynamic elements, including a flying kookaburra that moves its wings and changes colour, and a reversing
number „20‟. There is also a patch with a rolling-colour effect and microprint featuring excerpts from Flynn's book The Bushman's Companion and the names of Reibey's ships. As
with the $5, $10 and $50, the new banknote includes representations of a wattle and a
native bird. The $20 features Acacia buxifolia and a Laughing Kookaburra (Dacelo novaeguineae).
The Reserve Bank continues to work closely with banknote equipment manufacturers and
retailers to help them prepare ATMs and other banknote authenticating machines to handle the new $20 banknote. This has included the distribution of test notes to allow manufacturers and owners of these machines to update their equipment. The design is being
released today to facilitate this ongoing work with the industry as well as staff training to
ensure a smooth transition when the banknotes are released later this year.
The new banknotes also has a „tactile‟ feature to help people who are blind or who have
low vision to distinguish between different denominations of banknotes. On the $20 banknote, this is three raised bumps on each of the long edges of the banknote.
Existing $20 banknotes can continue to be used, as all previously issued banknotes remain legal tender. It is expected that the $100 banknote will be released next year.
Full details of the design and security features on the new $20 banknote, and other denominations, are available on the Bank's website at banknotes.rba.gov.au
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Five Rare Australian Coins that are
Worth Money
Today we're looking at 5 rare Australian coins that are worth money, enough money that
you'd better be looking at your pocket change or you could actually be letting hundreds of
dollars slip through your fingers. Of course these aren't the ONLY coins you can find in your
change that are worth real money, but they are those that you've got some chance of actually finding. So how much money are we talking about here? Well, anywhere from 30 times
face value to 40,000 times face value. Surely that's more than enough incentive for anyone
to take a look at the coins that pass through their hands!

Number 1 on our list of Australian Coins that are worth real money is the Double Header
2007 5 Cent. They are the product of a mint worker deliberately pairing two 2007 heads
(obverse) dies and then running the press to mint several hundred or possibly even several
thousand coins. Worth $1500+ it's worth anyone's time to look at all 2007 dated 5 cent
coins and spin them between your fingers and see if they've got two heads showing and if
those Queen's heads are rotated 180 degrees. If so, get yourself off to a good coin dealer
and get that bad boy authenticated! Read this article to learn more about the 2007 double
header 5 cent.

The Year 2000 $1/10c Mule is the number 2 on our list of Australian Coins that are worth
money. The result of an accidental pairing of a 10 cent heads (obverse) die and the normal
mob of roos reverse die it's thought that between 5000-10000 of these coins were minted.
Worth from $300-$500 even after circulating for 20 years it's time well spent looking out
for them!

https://www.australian-coins.com/collecting-coins/five-rare-australian-coins-that-are-worth-money/
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The Wavy Baseline 20 cent dated 1966 is quite obvious from the wavy baseline on the
number 2 on the tails side of the coin. Of course not all 1966 20 cent coins exhibit this feature but the very small fraction that do are worth $250 or more even. That's even if they
have spent more than 50 years circulating since decimal currency was released in 1966! To
determine if your 1966 20 cent is a valuable wavy baseline example take a look at our feature article on the coin.

Some time during the production run of 2010 50 cent coins a coin press operator installed
the obverse or reverse die incorrectly. As a result the obverse (heads) side of some coins is
rotated 30 degrees from the reverse (tails) side of the coin. It's thought that perhaps
200,000 of these coins were manufactured and each is worth $50 or more. Read our article
featuring the upset 50 cent coin for more information about this interesting and valuable
Australian coins.
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The year 2000 Millennium 50 cent was released with a fairly difficult to spot die variety.
Our article on the variety describes in some detail how to spot the die variety which is
called the "Incuse Flag Millenium 50 cent". Basically the Cross of St. Andrew (the cross with
a horizontal and vertical bar) on the Union Jack is incuse or sunk into the coin rather than
in relief (sticking out of the surface of the coin) for the normal version of the coin. Worth
$50 even circulated the incuse flag 50 cent of the year 2000 is the last of our Australian
coins that are worth money.
(This article was written by Mark Nemtsas who also is the owner of the Australian Coin Collecting Blog.
Thanking him for letting us feature his articles in our Newsletter.)

Mr. Squiggle Coins - The Money From
The Moon!
A new set of seven coins are being released featuring the beloved characters from the long-running ABC children’s show, Mr. Squiggle.
The famous man from the moon, whose pencil nose allowed him to turn squiggles sent in
by viewers into works of art, is featured on the first of the series of limited edition $2 coins,
which will be released over the next four weeks.

The coins mark the 60th anniversary of the first broadcast of the show, originally known as
Mr. Squiggle and Friends, which ran for 40 years until 1999.
The complete set is made up of four $2 coin designs, two $1 coins, and an anachronistic
one cent coin to remind us of a time when that might buy you half a mixed lolly.
The genius of Mr Squiggle‟s particular artistry fascinated kids, and led many to take up
drawing themselves. Though of course there was a shocking twist in the alien artist‟s armoury: the “upside-down” reveal.

https://10daily.com.au/shows/theproject/comedy/a190213ahc/minty-squiggles-the-coins-from-the-moon-20190213
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Still amazing today. Spoiler alert: the frequency of upside-down drawings was due to creator and puppeteer Norman Hetherington‟s unique design, where he manipulated Mr. Squiggle from above via his hat.
Which also might explain why he was always so keen to go for a spacewalk, to give Norman‟s arms a rest.

Hetherington passed away in 2010, but the new coins have been given the stamp of approval by his family.
“The illustration on the coins was approved by us, it‟s very personal for us,” his daughter
Rebecca, who hosted the show for its final decade, told News Corp.
“It‟s just incredible what they can get on such a tiny surface, but it truly represents Mr
Squiggle and the other characters and their quirks.”

The $2 coins are being released a week at a time through Woolworths. But to get the $1
and 1c coins, you‟ll have to buy the collectible album for $15.
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The coins for the second and third week feature Bill the Steam Shovel and Gus the Snail.

And guess who drops in for the final week?

So next time you get a two buck coin that just seems to feature a portrait of the Queen,
remember – it might just be „Upside-Down, Upside-Down!‟
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Error Coin Spotlight – 1947 Florin
Elliptical Clip Error

Above you can see a simply amazing error, an Australian 1947 Florin struck on an ellipse
shaped planchet. The shape of the coin is the result of a coin blank that was struck twice
by the blanking press, the smaller crescent shaped segment falling off leaving the distinctive elliptical shape. That blank is then struck and we have the error we see before us. We
written extensively about how elliptical clipped errors occur previously.
If you take the time to read the article we've just linked to you'll note that we call this error the 'rarest' of the clipped planchet errors. We stick by that claim, and suggest that an
elliptically clipped florin is scarcer again, and one with such a nice grade as this 1947 example even scarcer! In fact, the authors can recall seeing less than 5 elliptical clipped florins, including this 1962 example we wrote about earlier this year. That 1962 elliptical clip
florin is not so nearly as nice as the example we're looking at here and this just highlights
how it is a truly wonderful and hard to get error. One that if seen and not purchased is
unlikely to be replaced by another example in a short time frame. This coin was obtained
from a Noble Auction where it realised about $1000 including buyer's premium.
There might be some reading this who look at this coin and wonder how we can tell that
the coin blank was elliptical BEFORE the coin was struck rather than a normal coin being
cut down AFTER it was struck. We covered that in some detail when we looked at the
1962 example but to summarise, look for two key indicators. The first, is fishtailing of the
legends near the missing part of the coin, in this case it could not be more obvious than
on the D of D.G. on the obverse of the coin. The second indicator is poorly struck rim
beads/denticles and rims near the clipped region that transition into fully struck further
away from the clip. This is very clear on the reverse of the coin above the N of FLORIN.
We'll conclude the same way we did the last time we looked at a florin struck on an underweight elliptical planchet by saying that it's always fun to be able to take a closer look at
such an impressive error.

https://www.australian-coins.com/error-coins/error-coin-spotlight-1947-florin-elliptical-clip-error/
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CHECK YOUR CHANGE
The Aussie dollar is 35 years old. To celebrate, we’ ve
created Australia’ s Dollar Discovery – a nation-wide
treasure hunt.
Simply collect the $1 coins specially marked with the number „35‟ and either the
letter A, U or S for your chance to win. There are over 1 million of each letter in
circulation, so get hunting!

1.) Register online to enter the draw to win the major and minor prizes. The first 50,000 people
to register will receive a FREE coin collection folder.
2.) Check your change for the 35th anniversary $1 coins, and collect the letters A, U and S.
3.) Find all three coins to go in the draw for the major prize.
4.) You must find all three coins and tick the box that says "I've found all three coins" to go in
the draw for the major prize.
5.) Competition closes 8 April 2019. Winners drawn 30 April 2019, and announced by email
and phone. Major prize winners will need to present proof of their find.

https://dollardiscovery.com.au/
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New Release from RAM & Australia Post

The Bold, The Bad and The Ugly:
'Australia‟s Wild Colonial Bushrangers‟

60th Anniversary of Mr Squiggle and
Friends

AU$15.00

AU$25.00

2019 Lunar Year of the Pig

AU$30.00

50th Anniversary of the Moon Landing

AU$25.00

2018 News Corp Program

AU$60.00

Are you interested in the collection and preservation of
coins and banknotes? Do you have an interest in the
historical record which is captured by currency? Do you
wish to learn more about coins and banknotes?
Join others who are like minded and come along to our
monthly meetings held at the CWA Hall in
Wellington Street, Bunbury WA at
7:45pm the first Tuesday of every month.
For more information you can contact us on:
(08) 9726 0665 or 0414 586102
E-mail: info@southwestdistrictcoinclub.com

2019 Auction dates
Sunday - 17th March
Sunday - 23rd June
Sunday - 22nd September
Sunday - 1st December

Holds meetings on the last Wednesday
of every month (except December),
commencing 7.30pm, and visitors are
welcome to attend.
VENUE: Collins Street Centre cnr Collins and Shaftesbury Sts., South Perth.
Collins Street is off the Canning Highway on the right-hand side as you
travel from Perth, two blocks before the Douglas Avenue intersection.
There is plenty of off-street parking available right in front of the Centre.
PNS Coin, Medal & Banknote Fairs: South Perth Community Hall
(corner South Terrace and Sandgate Street) on:

Saturday - 18 May
Saturday - 10 August
Saturday - 12 October
Saturday - 28 December

The fairs are held 9.00am – 2.00pm. There
will be buying and selling, free valuations
and advice on any aspect of coins, medals,
tokens and banknotes.

Dealers are welcome and should
register with Mr. Walter Bloom by
email.

FREE ADMISSION. Please just turn up to the
hall at the corner of South Terrace and
Sandgate Street, South Perth where there is
plenty of parking.

Meetings are held on the second Wednesday
of each month.
6:15 pm to 8:00 pm.
The venue for the meetings is Mandurah Library on Pinjarra Road.
For further information, contact Jo:
email: prng@southwest.com.au
phone: 0415 967 109

