Issue #3

2019

Page 1

Cont’d...

E

S

T

A

B

L

I

S

H

E

D

1

9

6

4

From The Editor’s Pen
Welcome to our Winter Issue. Lots again have happened and we have new coin releases from the RAM and the
ones that surprised most numismatists. Will endeavour to give you as much information as I can so hoping you enjoy the
articles. Happy reading and collecting!
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The Bunbury 2019 Stamp, Coin, Banknote & Stamp Show that was held at on the 20th & 21st
of July at the South West Italian Club in Bunbury has been a successful show and was well attended. The show together with the Western Australian Philatelic Council was run as a collaborative efforts by three local Stamp Clubs (Bunbury Districts Stamp Club, Busselton Stamp Club
& Bridgetown Stamp & Coin Club) and the South West District Coin Club.
This two-day event featured More than 60 exhibits of stamps, coins, banknotes and postcards. with many exhibits specific to the South West of Western Australia. There were thirteen
dealers present at the show in various fields such as stamps, coins & banknotes and postcards
who also did free appraisals and valuations. This event was also a kid-friendly event where children were given free show bags with lots of goodies about stamps collecting.
There event was followed by awards dinner and prize presentations, which was also well attended. We hope that many have benefited from the show and that we look forward to seeing
more collectors young and adults alike still continuing on with their passion.
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2019 Blue and White Police Remembrance Coloured Two Dollar
Coin Found!

On July 24, 2019 on social media, someone posted up a new blue and white coloured two dollar
coin. The obverse (heads) side of the coin showed the usual Ian Rank-Broadley portrait of
Queen Elizabeth. There reverse was very different. It showed a blue and white checkered coloured ring around the British crown all within an Australian Police badge star. Above was the
denomination (TWO DOLLARS) and below the words POLICE REMEMBRANCE. You can see an
image of the 2019 blue and white Police Remembrance two dollar coin below.
This coin comes as a surprise to the collecting community but as we were writing this article official notification has come from the mint:
“the Royal Australian Mint’s 30th Anniversary Police Remembrance Day circulating
coin! Similar to the Mint’s Dollar Discovery program, these new coloured $2 coins
have been released to banks in advance of the 30th Anniversary Police Remembrance
Day, in order to allow them to appear in circulation in time for the commemorations. “
Examination of the Australian Government‟s „Currency Determinations‟ allows us to find
in Currency (Royal Australian Mint) Determination (No. 2) 2019 which includes the following:
A design consisting of:
(a) in the background, a representation of a laurel wreath; and
(b) superimposed on that wreath, a 7-pointed star; and
(c) in the foreground, a representation of a ribbon containing the word “POLICE”; and
(d) a central circle enclosing a representation of St Edward‟s Crown; and
(e) surrounding that central circle, an ornamental border containing a white and blue coloured
check pattern; and
(f) the following:

https://www.australian-coins.com/coin-news/2019-blue-and-white-police-remembrance-coloured-two-dollar-coin-found/
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(i) “TWO DOLLARS”; and
(ii) “REMEMBRANCE”; and
(iii) “AWB”

So there you have it. This newly discovered blue and white Police Two Dollar coin is an official
release of the Royal Australian Mint. One wonders if releasing it into circulation was a deliberate
ploy or an accident. Regardless, the cat is out of the proverbial bag now and we all have a new
coloured two dollar coin to look out for!

Japanese Invasion Money
Philippines
Japan invaded the Philippines on 8 December, 1941 only
hours after the attack on Pearl Harbor. Within days, Japan
had bombed airfields and successfully disabled the U.S. Air
Force in the region.
In 1942 Japan issued 1, 5, 10 and 50 centavos and 1, 5 and
10 Pesos. The following year, additional 1, 5 and 10 Pesos
notes were printed with and illustration of the José Rizal
monument in Rizal Park, Manila, Philippines. In 1944, with
inflation spiralling out of control, 100 peso notes were introduced along with 500 peso notes soon after. In early
1945, the Japanese issued 1,000 peso notes.
JIM for the Philippines was produced in the following denominations: One Centavo, Five Centavos, Ten Centavos,
Fifty Centavos, One Peso, Five Pesos, Ten Pesos, One Hundred Pesos, Five Hundred Pesos and One Thousand Pesos.
Photo: Petty officer Hewitt from the Australian Navy with a captured
truck full of Japanese invasion money near Manila in 1945.
Could these notes have gone on to be overprinted in Brisbane, Australia and air-dropped back over Manila?

https://www.japaneseinvasionmoney.com.au/main/index.php/jim-regions/philippines-menu
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Japanese Invasion Money—Philippines
(Philippines 1000 Peso Notes)
Collectors may not be aware that there are 3 kinds of Philippines 1000
pesos notes.

Philippines 1000 Pesos variations.
Size: Approx. 132 x 62 mm
Print quantity: unknown.
Note: the block letters 'PU' have been printed with the note, not stamped or overprinted.
The most common one is printed in purple. The ink is usually over-saturated and bleeds though
to the back design. The one shown here is a more desirable and valuable example with the
printing very clean and not too saturated.
The second example is printed in dark blue/green. These are relatively rare. In the blue/green
variety, there are two variations, one on thick paper and one on thin paper.
As to their printing origins, there are three possible locations:



Hong Kong - Records state that a factory was to be built in Hong Kong to print these notes



but it is unknown if this eventuated.
Manilla - It is a possibility that the notes were printed at a newspaper factory in Manilla.
One could assume that the third kind, printed in blue/green on thin paper may have been
printed at a newspaper factory as they would have the thin paper stock on-hand and have

their presses already set up, ready to print an urgent order.
 Mindanao Island, Philippines - This is another possibility.
It may be that all three locations were in fact used for the three different kinds.

https://www.japaneseinvasionmoney.com.au/main/index.php/philippines-1000-pesos
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The Golden Years

Australians take great pride in being seen as important players on the world stage. That is why
our politicians‟ glory in signing us up to help solve the world‟s intractable problems because we
are told that as a nation, we „punch well above our weight.‟
It probably no longer stems from the need to better our convict beginnings, but more likely our
„cultural cringe,‟ that draws the „ribbon cutters‟ to something as innocuous as the opening of a
new metro rail link which will always be trumpeted as better than world‟s best, if that‟s even possible. It seems a far cry from the grand nation building projects of past decades which now seem
beyond us.
Likewise, any sporting success we achieve is heralded in national news bulletins, and every Australian is an instant expert in „whatever it is‟ until we wring our collective hands in angst when
someone knocks us off our perch. As new emerging or revitalised nations with far hungrier and
bigger populations take us on, our golden years of dominance in swimming and tennis and
cricket are now well behind us.
However, as we sing along with our national anthem, Australian‟s can still „rejoice‟ that we don‟t
have to „make Australia great again,‟ because by pure circumstance we are still „the lucky country‟ with a golden future.
With a population of just 25 million we lay claim to a vast continent that‟s brimming with the raw
resources that the world requires. It is also fortuitous that we are an island nation sitting at the
bottom of the globe and so far away from the masses of desperate people crossing borders in
search of a new life.
Australia welcomed refugees after WWII who brought new diversity to our culture and were set
to work on projects like „the Snowy River Scheme.‟ Now new arrivals are looked upon as a problem not an asset by the current crop of politicians whose idea of nation building is purely hyperbole.

https://smallsauctions.com/nugg/
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As with the United States, Britain and the rich nations of Europe, displaced people have also
looked to Australia for refuge, but its draconian „turn back‟ policy that parks „boat arrivals‟ indefinitely in offshore internment camps has virtually stifled this human traffic. On this as a nation we have form but, it is also why if you are lucky enough to be embraced as an Australian it
is the equivalent of being struck in the backside with a golden rainbow.
And in fact, it was „gold‟ that first drew world attention on our fledgling nation. After a mother
lode was discovered in the goldfields of Ballarat and Bendigo in the 1850s the Victorian capital of
Melbourne was quickly transformed into the place to be for those seeking a new and prosperous
life. A booming economy that would‟ve attracted even „Dick Whittington‟ was open to all-comers
and, with the lure of gold, Australia‟s population exploded with the arrival of boat loads of English, Irish, Germans and the fortune-seeking Chinese.
But fortune fosters greed and, when Chinese miners tried to re-enter Victoria on the vessels
„Afghan‟ and „Tsinan‟ in 1889, they were turned back at the docks by angry crowds spurred on
by a hostile press promoting „the White Australia Policy.‟
The devastating recession which racked the Australian colonies in 1893 can be attributed in part
to the curtailing of open immigration which it can also be argued lowered the trajectory of the
Australian economy for the next fifty years.
However, through all its ups and downs, Australia‟s gold mines kept it near the top of the
World‟s biggest producers, first profiting from the mines in Victoria and Queensland and then in
recent decades by production from the Kalgoorlie and Coolgardie goldfields of Western Australia.
And, so it was about ten years back that a cashed up „grey-nomad‟ ventured into the bar of a
Kalgoorlie Hotel letting it be known to all and sundry that he was interested in buying the biggest natural gold nugget in the district. It took two or three days of thirsty drinking before a
dusty prospector from Coolgardie tapped him on the shoulder and handed him the fist-sized
nugget that we have in our sale. Weighing in at 609.6 grams or 19.60 Troy ounces of near pure
gold it is surely a whopper.
With gold currently trading around AUD $2,000 per Troy Ounce it represents great value for the
„gold-bug‟ who has everything.
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The Early Paper Currency of the Australian Colonies – the Mother of
all Invention

The lack of circulating currency was an ongoing problem in Colonial Australia with traders
scrambling to find enough coins just to buy and sell their wares. The Australian colonies had
long been a dumping ground for worn silver and copper coins from England but not in enough
quantities to satisfy the demands of a steadily growing population and a burgeoning economy.
The first official trading bank, „the Bank of New South Wales‟, didn‟t open its doors until 1817
but even when it began to issue legitimate banknotes that didn‟t curtail the circulation of other
forms of paper currency that were still needed to satisfy demand. All manner of public and private IOU‟s exchanged hands such as store receipts or Commissariat notes, checks, drafts, orders, Sight notes, Treasury bills, Police Fund notes, Paymaster notes, Navy bills, Rupee notes
and a myriad of other bills of exchange.
However, the most recognisable paper notes that circulated were the „Promissory‟ or „Currency‟
notes passed by various traders which were printed with a fixed value and a pledge that they
were redeemable on demand at the premises of the issuer. Although the notes were unofficial
the Government turned a blind eye and allowed them to circulate in lieu of the ongoing currency
crisis. Most early notes were printed with „a promise to pay the bearer‟ in „copper coins on demand‟ but because of the dearth of halfpennies and pennies in the colonies there are examples
that have survived where this has been crossed out and „currency‟ penned in. Of course, the
traders also hoped that the notes would be spent in their stores rather than redeemed or would
be traded elsewhere so that they would never have to cash them out.

https://smallsauctions.com/the-early-paper-currency-of-the-australian-colonies-the-mother-of-all-invention/
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The early notes had values of „Threepence‟, „Sixpence‟, „One Shilling‟, „Two Shillings‟, „Two Shillings & Sixpence‟, „Five Shillings‟, „Ten Shillings‟ and „One Pound‟ to reflect their Imperial coin
equivalents, as well as local takes such as „One Shilling and Sixpence.‟ There are also examples
of „error‟ notes such as the Kinsella note of 1812 where the written denomination reads the plural “One Shillings & Sixpence” rather than the singular “One Shilling & Sixpence” which appears
on the corrected notes issued later. And, when the Australian colonies experimented briefly with
Decimal Currency in the mid-1820s (yes it didn‟t start in 1966) the notes began to carry values
in Spanish Dollars.
This month in Smalls Auctions February Sale we have several rare „Promissory‟ notes issued by
traders in both Sydney and Hobart Town. The Sydney contingent includes notes issued by
Enoch Kinsella a reformed bigamist, William Jenkins a businessman who had arrived in the Colony convicted of sheep stealing and John Hutchinson a convicted wool-stapler who was able to
secure his release by overstating his ability to set up a paper-mill which was desperately
needed in the fledgling Colony of New South Wales. From Hobart Town we have a „Ten Shillings‟
issued by John Lepine, the cabinet-maker and upholsterer of Humphrey Street, and a „One Shilling‟ issued by the American George William Robinson who had set up shop at the „SpreadEagle‟ Tavern in Argyle Street selling the local colonial brew of his father-in-law William Presnell. The Robinson note is particularly rare with this being the best of the few examples known
to have survived.
In fact, because of the poor quality of the paper scraps on which they were printed „Promissory‟
notes are nearly always found in torn and tattered condition. The notes in our sale are amongst
the best that have survived and offer a rare and fascinating insight into Australia‟s Colonial
past. These are a must for any serious collector of Australian banknotes or historical Australiana.

PNS Coin, Medal & Banknote Fairs: South Perth Community Hall
(corner South Terrace and Sandgate Street) on:
10th August 2019
The fairs are held 9.00am – 2.00pm. There will be buying and selling, free valuations
and advice on any aspect of coins, medals, tokens and banknotes.
FREE ADMISSION. Please just turn up to the hall at the corner of South Terrace and
Sandgate Street, South Perth where there is plenty of parking.
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5,000 Anglo-Saxon Coins Unearthed by Detectorist

Anglo-Saxon Penny of Cnut (image courtesy Wikimedia Commons)

In December 2014, Paul Coleman discovered a large hoard of 5,248 Anglo-Saxon coins.
They were minted during the reign of two kings: Ethelred the Unready (reign.978-1016)
and Canute (reign.1016-1035). They were preserved in very good shape because they
were placed inside a lead container that was fragmented during excavation.
The coins were sent to the British Museum to be cleaned and examined. The experts said
that this is the largest hoard ever discovered since the treasure act was passed by the parliament in 1996. A hoard this size is exceptional. When one of the experts at the local museum received an email telling him that a hoard of more than 5000 coins was discovered,
he didn‟t believe his eyes. He thought it is a typo. Maybe they meant 50 or 500. Even 500
is questionable because Anglo Saxon coins are not as common as Roman coins.
In November 2015, this hoard was declared a trove, which means, according to the treasure act, that museums can acquire these coins after buying them from the finder and the
landowner where the discovery was made.
The treasure act started in 1996. It obliges anyone who finds a hoard to report it to the authorities within 14 days. After being excavated and examined, they will decide whether the
hoard is a trove or not. If they declare it a treasure. The finder has to sell it to a local museum. The price will be estimated by an independent committee of experts. The finder and
the landowner will share the money.
Coins must be at least 300 years old to be declared as a trove. There are other requirements as well. If they contain more than 10% gold or silver, the minimum number is two.
If not, the hoard must contain at least 10 coins in order to qualify.
Anyone with an entry-level detector can make such finds. Since the beginning of the act,
thousands of finds were reported, 1008 discoveries were reported in 2014 alone. In addition to the tools, you need to do some research about the history of the area you want to
visit. Paul Coleman is a member of the Weekend Wanderers metal detecting club.

https://www.australian-coins.com/metal-detecting/5000-anglo-saxon-coins-unearthed-by-detectorist/
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The club spent some time examining aerial photos of a field that had some odd shapes
before scanning it with their metal detectors. There is also one important factor that is
usually overlooked, which is luck. Since many people were gathered in the same area using detectors (which emit electromagnetic waves), there was interference. Paul‟s machine
couldn‟t perform the way it should be and it was emitting false signals. So he decided to
scan an area close to the field designated by the club. And, there, he made his lifechanging find!
About the Author:
Article by guest author Alex Lemaire, he is passionate about unearthing history and collecting coins and relics. He thinks that metal detectors are time machines that help us
know more about our ancestors‟ lifestyle. You can follow him on his blog https://
metaldetectorplanet.com/
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$49.95
This book is available to purchase at
www.japaneseinvasionmoney.com.au

Soft Cover—$39.95
Hard Cover—$49.95

$34.95

These books are available to purchase at
https://renniks.com/product-category/coin-banknote-catalogues

New Release from Australia Post & Royal Australian Mint

Anzac Day 2019 postal numismatic
cover
$19.95

International Year of Indigenous
Languages 2019 postal numismatic
cover
$17.95

$15.00

$15.00
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$35.00

$15.00

$15.00

$15.00

$15.00

$65.00

Are you interested in the collection and preservation of
coins and banknotes? Do you have an interest in the
historical record which is captured by currency? Do you
wish to learn more about coins and banknotes?
Join others who are like minded and come along to our
monthly meetings held at the CWA Hall in
Wellington Street, Bunbury WA at
7:45pm the first Tuesday of every month.

Holds meetings on the last Wednesday
of every month (except December),
commencing 7.30pm, and visitors are
welcome to attend.
VENUE: Collins Street Centre cnr Collins and Shaftesbury Sts., South Perth.
Collins Street is off the Canning Highway on the right-hand side as you
travel from Perth, two blocks before the Douglas Avenue intersection.
There is plenty of off-street parking available right in front of the Centre.
PNS Coin, Medal & Banknote Fairs: South Perth Community Hall
(corner South Terrace and Sandgate Street) on:

Saturday - 12 October
Saturday - 28 December

The fairs are held 9.00am – 2.00pm. There
will be buying and selling, free valuations
and advice on any aspect of coins, medals,
tokens and banknotes.

Dealers are welcome and should
register with Mr. Walter Bloom by
email.

FREE ADMISSION. Please just turn up to the
hall at the corner of South Terrace and
Sandgate Street, South Perth where there is
plenty of parking.

For more information you can contact us on:
(08) 9726 0665 or 0414 586102
E-mail: info@southwestdistrictcoinclub.com

2019 Auction dates
Sunday - 22nd September
Sunday - 1st December

Meetings are held on the second Wednesday
of each month.
6:15 pm to 8:00 pm.
The venue for the meetings is Mandurah Library on Pinjarra Road.
For further information, contact Jo:
email: prng@southwest.com.au
phone: 0415 967 109

Our Next Meeting will be on
3rd SEPTEMBER 2019
7:45PM @ CWA Hall, Bunbury

